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Biography  
● Born: 

○ October 22, 1925, Port Arthur, TX
● Died: 

○ May 12, 2008, Captiva, Florida 
○ Heart failure 

● Nationality: 
○ American 

● Education: 
○ Kansas City Art Institute
○ Académie Julian
○ Black Mountain College 
○ Art Student League of New York

● Known For: 
○ Assemblage

● Notable Work:
○ Canyon (1959)
○ Monogram (1955-1959) 

● Movement: 
○ Neo-Dada
○ Abstract Expressionism 

● Awards: 
○ National Medal of arts (1993)
○ Leonardo da Vinci World Award of Arts (1995)
○ Praemium Imperiale (1998)



White Paintings 
● 1951
● One of Rauschenberg’s earlier pieces

○ Five piece series
○ Painted canvas panels to resemble untouched, fully-formed, purity
○ Various Iterations
○ Re-markable

■ Certain pieces were repainted
● Medium:

○ Latex Paint
○ Canvas

● Challenges former ideas of artist-art piece relationship
○ Subject of artwork
○ Role of the artist in creation

● Significance
○ Symbolism
○ New way of thinking



Automobile Tire Print
● 1953
● Collaboration Piece
● Neo-Dada style
● Medium:

○ Ink
○ Paper
○ Car
○ Car Tire

● Reasoning:
○ Explores process printing
○ Shifted the term “painting”
○ New interpretation of pinter and press



Bed 
● 1955
● One of Rauschenberg’s first “combines”
● Rauschenberg’s Combines 

○ Combines the medium of painting and sculpture 
○ Creates a single composition to be experienced 
○ 1950s and 1960s

● Medium:
○ Oil 
○ Pencil 
○ On  pillow, quilt, and sheet 
○  Wooden supports

● Rauschenberg’s work between art and life
○ Trying to explore the space between the two in one composition 
○ Using everyday objects

● Done in a style similar to Jackson Pollock



Monogram 
● 1955-1959
● Medium:

○ Taxidermy Goat 
○ Canvas 
○ Rubber Tire 
○ Tennis Ball
○ Oil Paint 

● One of his most famous works. 
○ Pushed art world’s buttons by further merging painting and sculpture.
○ Moved painting from the wall to a pedestal.    

● Started off as a traditional oil painting. 
○ Abandoned tradition by adding an assemblage of found objects on top of the painting and taking it to a 

whole new three dimensional level. 
● The items used in “Monogram” are things he found while looking around New York City and 

are considered to be chance encounters. 
○ found and purchased the stuffed angora goat in the early 1950’s at an office supply store in New York 

City.
○ Later he found the tire he paired with the goat  in some street trash, 

● Put paint on the goats snout  in gestural strokes.
○ it quotes Abstract Expressionism

● Engages the viewer on multiple levels
● According to Rauschenberg there is no inherent deeper meaning to this piece of work. 

○ Instead allows the viewers to create their own stories. 



Skyway 
● 1964
● Medium:

○ Oil
○ Silkscreen 
○  canvas

● Images
○ Communicate the frenetic pace of American culture
○ Images illustrate the ideals of American progress  during the time 
○  As represented on television and in magazines in the 1960s
○ Created a year after the John F. Kennedy assassination
○  JFK is a symbol of change 

● Rauschenberg uses simple images to “neutralize” the calamities that 
were going on in the outside world."



Eco-Echo IX 
● 1992-1993
● IX is 9 if you didn’t already know.
● Medium:

○ Silkscreen Inks on Aluminum and Plexiglas.
○ Steel 
○ Electric Motor
○ Bicycle Wheel
○ Bicycle Chain 
○ Anodized Steel and Hardware

● Result of combined work from Donald Staff and Robert Rauschenberg.
● Stretched the boundaries of conception and medium. 

○ Remained true the the artist's intent. 
● Eco series began in 1992

○ Staff suggest the windmill concept. 
● Rauschenberg had just got back from a trip to Rio De Janeiro. 

○ There for United Nations Earth Summit on environment and development. 
○ Environmental causes were paramount to him because of this. 
○ The only way he would agree to doing them is if they were environmentally friendly. 

● Staff suggested that they install sonars to the base of the sculpture.
○ These sonars enable the sculpture to only be actively rotating when viewers are in its vicinity.

● Collage-like elements in Rauschenberg's iconic style on each blade. 
● Feat of engineering 
● Tribute to the artists ecological sensibilities



Neo-Dadaism &
 Expressionism

● Neo-Dada
○ 1960’s
○ Audio, visual, and literary revival of Dada

■ Modern Materials
■ Popular Imagery
■ Absurdist Contrast

○ Took ideas from pioneers
■ Marcel Duchamp
■ Kurt Schwitters

● Expressionism
○ Modernist Movement
○ Subjective perspective
○ Distortion

■ Evocation
○ Avant-garde
○ Angst
○ Reaction to other movements

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expressionism#cite_note-5
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